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and frontier definition, to be settled amongst themselves by
the States interested in it, and possessing no importance
for France or Europe." Lord Castlereagh also wrote that
he " did not see why Prussia should not be indemnified at
the cost of an enemy who, according to the principles of
international law, had lost the totality of its political rights."
Nobody but Czar Alexander of Russia shewed the least
sympathy for the Poles \ not only did Baron von Stern, but
his own Minister, Pozzo di Borgo, disagree with him. " If
the Poles,J) observed the latter, "are so fit for a free
Constitution, why did they not assert themselves as a
nation towards Bonaparte? Why were they content to
remain a French military Department? Why did they
raise no objections to attacking and slaughtering the
Spaniards? Why did they feast and carouse when
ordered to march upon the Pyrenees ? The Poles do not
want emancipation, but independence, after having sacked
Madrid and burnt Moscow. They declaim dramas about
their misfortunes; but their lot is no worse than that of
every other people which has behaved itself as they have."
It was in this temper that the Vienna Congress addressed
itself to its task.

The first Article of the Treaty of June 9, 1815, says:
" The Polish subjects of Russia, Austria and Prussia will
obtain national institutions, regulated by the description of
political existence which each of the Governments to which
they belong may deem fit and expedient for them." This
promise was fulfilled in Prussia by the creation of Provincial
Diets in 1823. Article 23 of the Vienna Treaty goes on to
say : " Inasmuch as His Majesty the King of Prussia,
through the results of the late war, has become repossessed
of several provinces and territories which were ceded by the
Peace of Tilsit, it is hereby acknowledged and declared that